
Your Views on Morality 
 

Before your views are corrupted and your values manipulated by Mr. Monge, answer the following questions (on 

your own paper) to explore your pre-theoretic intuitions about your own moral views. 

 

Moral Truth and Justification 

 

1. Is it possible for someone to have mistaken moral views? (in other words, could a person think an action is 

morally right when it is actually wrong, or vice versa?) 

 

2. Are there such things as moral facts? Why or why not? 

 

3. Does morality depend on God’s existence?  (If there were no God, would there be such a thing as morality?) 

 

Moral Judgment 
 

4. List three or more controversial actions which you think are definitely wrong, and three or more actions which 

you are unsure whether they are right or wrong. 

 

5. Briefly state and explain your position on whether abortion is morally permissible or morally wrong. 
 

6. Briefly state and explain your position on whether abortion should be legally permitted or restricted. 
 

7. Briefly state and explain your position on whether euthanasia (mercy killing) should be legally permitted. 
 

8. Briefly state and explain your position on whether affirmative action is morally permissible, required, or 

prohibited. 
 

Moral Status 
 

9. Who counts morally?  Toward whom of the following do we have moral obligations? (which can we not treat in 

whatever way we desire?)  Explain what distinguishes the two groups. 

 

Adults / children / the unborn / the disabled / comatose people/ animals /plants / ecosystems / sentient computers / 

future generations / God / any others?  

 

Moral Motivation 

 

10. If I don’t care about other people, do I have any reason to treat them in any particular way? 

 

11. If you knew you would not be punished or even caught, do you still have reason to act morally? 

 

12. Do you ever act immorally?  Often?  If so, why do you act immorally?  Is it because you don’t know the action 

is wrong, you don’t care that the action is wrong, you don’t really believe the action is wrong even though other 

people say it is, you know the action is wrong but your desire to do it is too strong and your will is weak, or 

some other reason (tell me what it is). 

 

13. Why, in general, do you think other people act immorally?  Use the responses above or come up with your own. 

 

Morality and Law 

 

14. Is the fact that you believe something is immoral a good reason to make it illegal? If not, then what is? 

 

15. Is it ever morally right to do something illegal?  When? 

 

16. Is law based on morality?  If so, on whose morality should it be based?  If not, then on what should it be based? 



Where do you stand morally? 

 

# Assertion Circle your 

answer 

1 There is one set morality which everyone on Earth should follow. True False 

2 Each culture sets its own morality. True False 

3 Every society can set its own moral rules in whatever way it wants. True False 

4 I believe strongly in the concept of rights. True False 

5 The government should be able to require citizens to act morally. True False 

6 I want the government to force other people to live according to my moral views. True False 

7 
People should be free to do anything they want to do, as long as they do not harm 

someone else or violate their person or property. 
True False 

8 Each person has a moral obligation to abide by the morality of his society. True False 

9 It is immoral to violate a law, even when that law is unjust. True False 

10 If an action is morally permissible, it is unjust to make the action illegal. True False 

11 If an action is immoral, that is a good reason by itself to make it illegal. True False 

12 Elective abortion is morally wrong. True False 

13 No one should ever be treated differently simply because of his race. True False 

14 Colleges should use affirmative action to ensure racial balance. True False 

15 
A person should be judged by the content of his character and not by the color of 

his skin. 
True False 

16 The government should make no distinction at all between men and women. True False 

17 Marriage should be reserved only for heterosexual couples. True False 

18 Single mothers should receive governmental welfare benefits. True False 

19 
No one is morally required to provide sustenance to another person (except for 

one’s own children). 
True False 

20 It is morally wrong to be racist in one’s hiring policies. True False 

21 Businesses should be able to hire or fire anyone they want to. True False 

22 
It is wrong for the owner of a company to make 500 times as much as any 

employee, and government should ensure that this does not happen. 
True False 

23 It is appropriate for government to reduce inequality through progressive taxes. True False 

24 It is wrong that some people get great medical care and others can’t afford any. True False 

25 Health care is a fundamental right which should be provided by the government. True False 

26 
A person should be able to charge whatever he wants to sell his own property, 

products, or goods. 
True False 

27 It is immoral to pay someone in Southern California $1 an hour. True False 

28 Each person has a moral obligation to provide for his own retirement. True False 

29 It is morally wrong to burn the American flag. True False 

30 It is morally wrong to make a coworker feel uncomfortable. True False 

31 It is morally wrong to require a subordinate to have sex to retain his or her job. True False 

32 It is morally wrong to drive without wearing a seatbelt. True False 

33 Taking any drug for recreational purposes is morally wrong. True False 

34 We all have a moral obligation to treat every person equally. True False 

35 We all have a legal obligation to treat every person equally. True False 

 


