
PHILOSOPHY A120/RELIGIOUS STUDIES A120:  ETHICS 
Course Syllabus Spring Semester 2017  Orange Coast College 
 

 

 

Class Meetings:  M/W 9:35 am - 11:00 am, SS-110 
Office Hour: M 11:00 am – 12:00 pm, SS-116 

Course Instructor: Michael Monge  
PHIL A120: CRN 35240 
RLST A120: CRN 35248 

email: mmonge@occ.cccd.edu  
voicemail: (562) 938-4949 x6498  

Website: http://www.monge.net/phil7mm/  
Course Textbook: Ethical Choices, by Burnor and Raley  

 
 

 

 
Course Student Learning Outcome: Differentiate among moral theories and use them to evaluate and 

critically analyze an ethical issue. 
 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 
 

 Competently use the terminology of ethics, including ‘moral agent,’ ‘autonomy,’ ‘values,’ and many others. 
 Understand basic arguments regarding the issues of abortion, euthanasia, and affirmative action. 
 Understand the distinction between Moral Objectivism and Cultural Relativism. 
 Understand and critique various ethical theories, including Egoism, Utilitarianism, and Kantianism. 
 Apply these ethical theories to actual ethical issues. 

 

Grading:  Exams will be taken on scantron 886E 
forms, and will include true/false, matching, 
multiple-choice,  and short essay questions. The 
final exam will include material from throughout 
the entire course. If you participate regularly in 
the class, and thus enrich the educational 
experience for the rest of the students, you may 
receive up to an additional point and a half, so you might still receive an A for an 88.5%.  You may check your grade 
at any time throughout the semester using the online gradebook, which appears under “Links” on the class website.  
To access the online gradebook you will need your school ID and the ticket number of the class. 

Percent value for each exercise  Final Grade Scale 

40% Mid-Term Exams (2)  90%-100% A 

30% Final Exam  80%-89.9% B 

10% One Page Arguments (2)  70%-79.9% C 

20% Homework/Quizzes  60%-69.9% D 

(50%) Optional Essay  Below 60% F 

 

Homework and Assignments:  Homework will be assigned, generally the day before it is due.  Each homework 

assignment may or may not be collected and graded with either a + (10 pts), a  (8 pts), or a - (6 pts).  This class 
is a collaborative effort by all students and as such homework assignments, written essays, and quizzes might be 
examined, corrected, and even graded by other students, for both your benefits.  Please inform me at the beginning 
of the semester if you have any objections to this policy. 
 

Attendance and Participation:  Regular attendance in class and laboratory sessions is an obligation assumed by 
every student. The Orange Coast College Attendance Policies state that “instructors may drop a student from a 
course when absences number the equivalent of two weeks of class recorded from the first day of instruction.”  
Students who have more than 4 absences/8 tardies should expect to be dropped from the course. NOTE:  I will 
generally take roll at the beginning of class.  If you are tardy, it is your responsibility to inform me at the end of class. 
 

Make-up work:  Exams may be made up only when you inform me prior to class that you will be unable to make 
the exam.  Preferably, you should inform me far in advance, but in emergency situations you may inform me before 
the exam begins through e-mail or voice mail.  Don’t worry about missing quizzes; your grade will only reflect 
quizzes which you take.  When absent, you may turn in assignments the class meeting you return to class, and turn in 
any new assignments the following class period. Otherwise, no assignments will be accepted late. 
 

Drop Policy and Distractions:  It is your responsibility to drop this course.  See below for relevant dates.  If you 
fail to drop yourself and do not complete the course, you will likely receive an ‘F’ for the course.  Although it is your 
responsibility to drop the course, you may be dropped if you miss an exam without notifying me or do not attend 
class for two weeks.  All students have a right to an undisrupted and undistracted learning experience, and so all 
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disruptions or distractions in the classroom will be considered a violation of this right. You will receive one warning 
for the entire semester for any distraction or disruption you cause, which includes, but is not limited to, a ringing 
cell phone. On the second offense, you will lose your attendance point for the day.  On your third violation, you will 
be asked to leave the classroom for the day. 
 

Students with Disabilities:  Students who believe that they have some physical, learning, or psychological disability 
and that they are entitled to academic accommodations should notify me and contact Disabled Students Programs 
and Services (DSPS) at (714) 432-5807.  I would be happy to work with any student who is academically 
disadvantaged in any way. 
 

Office Hours and Tutoring:  Mr. Monge will hold office hours on Monday from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. They 
will be held in SS 116, and no appointment is necessary. In addition, there may be free tutoring available for this and 
other classes at the Student Success Center in room C & L 103. You can reach them at (714) 432-5559. 
 

Academic Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not 
limited to, cheating on exams, plagiarism, copying assignments, and collaborating on an assignment without explicit 
permission.  Punishment for academic dishonesty can range from getting a zero on the assignment to expulsion.  
Please review your school’s policies regarding academic dishonesty, or ask me if you have any questions. 
Note:  For me to assign you a grade means I am certifying that you have earned it.  I cannot give you a grade unless 
I am confident that you have completed the assignment on your own.  This means that if I have presumptive 
evidence that you have cheated on an assignment, or that the work is not your own, then I have the right to withhold 
a grade for the assignment, which would be equivalent to a zero for the assignment.  I do not have to prove that you 
cheated in order to give you a zero for an assignment. In this event, I will work with you if you think you can 
demonstrate that the work was your own. 
 

Incompletes:  Incomplete grades will be assigned only in the case of documented medical emergencies.  Otherwise 
each student will receive a zero for any incomplete assignments at the end of the semester, and the appropriate grade 
will be recorded. 
 

Tacit Agreement to the Syllabus:  Should you disagree to any of the policies in this syllabus, you may withdraw yourself from the 
course and take the course with another professor.  If you remain enrolled in the course, you are tacitly agreeing to be bound by all policies, 
procedures, and guidelines stated in the syllabus.  See your school catalog for more details of your rights and responsibilities.  
 

 Tentative Schedule:  Underlined dates are holidays.  Do the assigned reading BEFORE the class meeting. 
Week Days Topics Reading Assignments 

Week #1 1/30, 2/1 Introduction to the course and ethics  

Week #2 2/6, 8 The Nature of Morality / Moral and Non-moral Values Chapter One / Chapter Two 

            2/11           Last Day to Drop to request a refund and without a “W” on your transcript 

Week #3 2/13, 15 Moral Agency Chapter Three 

Week #4 2/20, 22 Washington’s Day /  Moral Relativism Chapter Four 

Week #5 2/27, 3/1 Current Issue: Abortion Readings: Warren / Schwarz 

Week #6 3/6, 8 First Exam / First One Page Argument Due  

Week #7 3/13, 15 Current Issue: Abortion Readings: Thomson / Beckwith 

Week #8 3/20, 22 Moral Reasoning / Egoism Chapter Five / Chapter Six 

Week #9 3/27, 29 Spring Recess  

Week #10 4/3, 5 Act Utilitarianism / Rule Utilitarianism Chapter Seven / Chapter Eight 

Week #11 4/10, 12 Current Issue: Euthanasia Readings: Rachels / Chamberlain 

Week #12 4/17, 19 Second Exam / Second One Page Argument Due  

Week #13 4/24, 26 Deontological Ethics Chapter Nine 

            4/30               Last Day to Drop with a “W” on transcript 4/26, 28 

Week #14 5/1, 3 Natural Ethics / Virtue Ethics Chapter Ten / Chapter Eleven  

Week #15 5/8, 10 The Ethics of Care / Ethics and Religion  Chapter Twelve / Chapter Thirteen 

Week #16 5/15, 17 Current Issue: Affirmative Action Readings: Wasserstrom / Mappelerien 

Week #17 5/22, 24 Final Exam  
 

 
I do my best with grading deadlines, but you should check with Admissions for the official dates. 

 


